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M I E OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT & CEO

EDUCATE ® ADVOCATE ® INNOVATE

June 1, 2026
The Honorable Linda McMahon Russell Vought
Secretary Director
U.S. Department of Education Office of Management and Budget
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 725 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20202 Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Secretary McMahon and Director Vought:

On behalf of the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) and the undersigned
organizations, | write to urge the administration to apportion and obligate FY 2026 funding for the
Augustus F. Hawkins Centers of Excellence (Hawkins) program before it lapses on September 30, 2026.

We share your commitment to expanding workforce opportunities, empowering local communities, and
ensuring that every American student is prepared to succeed in our competitive economy. The Hawkins
program is a vital mechanism for achieving these goals. It directly addresses critical teacher and
educator shortages by strengthening the educator workforce pipeline at Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs), Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities (TCCUs), and Minority-Serving
Institutions (MSls).

These institutions are not just educational centers, they are proven economic engines that prepare highly
qualified professionals who frequently return to teach in their local communities. As school districts
nationwide continue to face severe shortages of teachers and school leaders, Hawkins programs provide
targeted and efficient support to recruit, prepare, and retain the personnel needed for highly functioning
schools and student learning.

If FY 2026 Hawkins funding lapses, the consequences will be immediate and far-reaching: the pipeline to
prepare educators to serve students across the country will be severely disrupted, worsening already
dire educator shortages in many communities. As a result, local district budgets will be strained, and
ultimately limit the high-quality educational options that parents expect, and students deserve.

We respectfully urge ED and OMB to take immediate steps to apportion and obligate the remaining FY26
Hawkins funding consistent with enacted appropriations. Thank you for your attention to this urgent
matter.

Sincerely,
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Cheryl Holcomb-McCoy, PhD
President and Chief Executive Officer
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE)
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On behalf of:

ACTFL, American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
AESA, Association of Education Service Agencies

Public Advocacy for Kids (PAK)

Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children
National Association for Music Education (NAfME)

National Center for Learning Disabilities

National Council for the Social Studies
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